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Leading Education Transformation towards the Al Era:
Overview of 2019 International Conference on Al and Education

MIAO Fengchun
(Headquarters of UNESCO, Paris France 75007)

[Abstract] The paper reviews the background, main themes of the International Conference on Al and
Education (16-18 May 2019, Beijing, China) with a specific focus on the main points of the conference
outcome document, Beijing Consensus, and their implications for educational policies and teaching
practices. It is pointed out that the development of Al policies in education in various countries should

take a humanistic approach, carry out interdisciplinary and intersectoral cooperation, and enhance equity
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the most important views is that there is an inherent consistency between knowledge and thinking, which is
often overlooked by the academic circle. From this point of view, this paper, with the help of SOLO
taxonomy theory, explains that higher—order thinking is embodied in three aspects, including the relevance
of thinking content, the richness of thinking structure, and the richness of thinking connotation as well.
Moreover, design thinking is naturally situational, structural, and humanistic, which meets the basic
requirements for the occurrence of higher—order thinking. Therefore, design thinking is an effective way to
develop higher—order thinking.
[Keywords] Design Thinking; Higher—Order Thinking; Thinking; Genetic Epistemology
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and inclusion of education. Meanwhile, the Al policies in education should ensure the three foundations of
laws and regulations guarantee, awareness and capacities of policy makers and Al talents. The planning of
policies should assess the interaction between Al and education and lead to positive interaction and system
integration of Al and Education: on the one hand, the education system should be enhanced to anticipate
and develop skills and values and different levels of Al skills needed by individuals living and working in
the Al era; on the other hand, the policies should leverage the breakthroughs of Al to dynamically enable
the system—wide development and transformation of education. In particular, efforts should be made to
ensure the promotion of core elements of the educational system, including Al innovating the delivery
education, Al enabling the upgrading of educational management, Al empowering teachers and teaching,
and Al improving learning and learning assessment.

[Keywords] Al Policies in Education; Human—Al Collaborative Intelligence; Equity and Inclusion;

Beijing Consensus



